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Statistical Report on the Physical and Moral Condition of the 
Working Classes in the Parish of St. Michael, Blackrock, near 
Cork. By North Ludlow Beamish, F.R.S., President of the Cork 
Scientific and Literary Society. 
[Read before Ike Statistical Section of the British Association at Cork, August,, 1843.] 

The parish of St. Michael comprehends the district generally known 
under the name of the " Peninsula of Blackrock ;" being bounded on 
the north and east sides by the river Lee ; on the south, by the tributary 
stream of Tramore, which forms, with the confluence of the tide, the 
"Douglas Channel;" and on the west, by the town parishes of St. 
Nicholas and St. Finn Bars, the former meeting it about one mile from 
the city of Cork-. It contains 1 ,929 acres, or three square miles, nine 
acres. The whole population in April, 1843, was 2,630, consisting of 
457 families, living in 413 houses; 61 houses are uninhabited, and 9 
are in progress of building. Of the population, 2,181 are Roman 
Catholics, and 443 Protestants, including dissenters, being a proportion 
of nearly 5 to 1 in a district much inhabited by Protestant gentry. The 
Catholic males number 1,042, females, 1,145; Protestant males, 197, 
females, 246; — 800 males and 900 females are over 14 years of age; 
439 males and 491 females are under that age. Ninety families are 
living in one room to each family ; 260 in two rooms, and 207 in three 
or more rooms to each family ; the average number of persons to a bed 
is three. 

The whole number of the gentry is 372, leaving that of the working 
classes, 2,258 ; of these, 1,125 are males, and 1,133 females, which 



may be thus classified : — 

Carpenters ... .15 

Masons 14 

Slaters 12 

Tailors 10 

Shoemakers . . 14 

Smiths 9 

Coopers 3 

Cabinet-makers . . . 2 

Gardeners 32 

Farmers 53 



Males. 



Gingle drivers* ... 13 

Lime-burners . . . . 18 

Brick-makers . ... 56 

Fishermen Ill 

Male servants .... 79 

Labourers 212 

Aged and infirm . . . 46 

Childien 426 

Total Males 1125 



Females. 

Employed as servants, in field work, &c. . . . 372 

Children, and aged and infirm 453 

Unemployed 308 

Total Females . .1133 

In the above enumeration are not included the inmates of the Ursuline 
convent, numbering 50 nuns, 80 boarders, and 20 servants ; Mr. 
Rudkin's academy for young gentlemen, containing 26 Protestant males; 
and Miss Bergin's seminary for young ladies, containing 16 Protestant 
females. 

One hundred and thirteen of the working classes hold land, varying 
from a quarter of an acre to seven acres each. They pay an average 
yearly rent of 3^. per acre, exclusive of poor rate and county rate ; the 

* Generally owners. 
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former of which may be averaged at Is. 10 Jd., and the latter at 5*. lOd. 
per acre annually. Those holding under leases are also subject to the 
payment of tithe, which averages 2s. an acre ; but this is not now very 
strictly enforced in the parish from the small holder, the landlord being 
at present immediately responsible to the minister. The soil is generally 
excellent, and capable of bearing the finest wheat crops. The course of 
tillage is potatoes and wheat alternately; the former being manured, but 
so indifferently, and the general preparation of the land being so imper- 
fectly performed by the working farmer, that the potato crop seldom 
yields more than seven tons, or the wheat more than six barrels of 20 
stone, or about 3i English quarters per acre, being not more than two- 
thirds of the produce of the same description of land under a proper 
system of tillage. Great ignorance, or an indolent adherence to old 
habits, is exhibited in the application of manure, which is often left for 
days previous to use exposed, in small heaps, to the action of the atmo- 
sphere, and consequently to the loss of its most fertilizing qualities by 
evaporation. Many of the labouring class hire small portions of ma- 
nured land from the gentry, for the purpose of speculating in early 
potatoes, which, if productive, and at the ordinary average price, yield 
them a fair profit. Such portions of land, varying from a quarter to 
two or three acres, let at the rate of 10/. to 12/. an acre, which, although 
apparently high, often yields a profit of 6/. to 8/. per acre. But of late 
years the produce of potato ground has been very uncertain ; and when 
the crop fails, either the poor tenant becomes a severe loser, or fails to 
make good his agreement with the proprietor ; generally, the emergency 
is met by abatements on the part of the landlord. 

The number of men and boys able to work, and dependent upon 
work for subsistence, is 653. Of these, 310 are employed, and 283 un- 
employed. A great portion of the latter subsist on the earnings of some 
member of the family who is employed ; others support themselves in a 
temporary manner by pledging or selling paTt of their effects ; and others, 
oi. the alms of the benevolent. The workhouse is the last resource ; and, 
at the present time, although 283 males and 308 females, or more than 
one-fourth of the working population, are without the means of earning 
their livelihood, in consequence of the want of employment, only three 
persons belonging to the parish are in the workhouse. 

Wages. — Tradesmen's wages average 20*. per week ; labouring men 
receive 5s. 10d., women, 3*., and children, 2?. per week ; but many 
able-bodied men work for 5s. a-week. For particular kinds of labour, 
such as quarrying, the wages are 7s. per week j and lime-burners receive 
10s., iu consideration of being employed by night. From the super- 
abundance of labour, wages do not, as formerly, rise iu time of harvest, 
and good reapers can be had at the present moment (August, 1843), at 
the ordinary wages of Is. a-c!ay. 

Food, Clothing, fyc. — The food of the poorest labourer consists of 
potatoes tmd milk, or potatoes and salt-fish, the cost of which is about 
9id. per head per week, or 4s. 8rf. per week for a family of six. A 
considerable number, however, use meat and bread occasionally ; 1,200, 
or more than one-half, once a-week ; and 700, twice a-week. The ave- 
rage cost of food for the whole is Is. Id. per head per week, or 9s. Qd. 
per week for a family of six persons. The precarious condition and 
improvidence of the fishermen is much to be deplored. According to a 
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late Act of Parliament, they are prevented from fishing nearly one-hall 
the year ; and they are often unsuccessful at other periods ; yet, while em- 
ployed, they use bread and tea, the common labourer living on potatoes 
and milk, and they seldom put by anything to meet emergencies. Only 
three Blackrock fishermen have deposits in the savings' bank; these 
average 11. each. 

The cost of clothing annually is 18s. per head for a family of six; of 
coal, 9d. per week, for the same number : 1,200 men, and 800 women, 
or nearly nine-tenths of the working population, wear shoes and stock- 
ings ; 320 have one or more pigs ; 290 families only of the whole popu- 
lation have pig-sties. Of the 413 inhabited houses, only 230 are provided 
with privies ; and the want of sewers, drains, water-shoots, and appro- 
priate receptacles for carrying away the dirt and drainage from the 
nouses of the labouring poor, is a great impediment to their cleanliness. 
One of the greatest wants which they experience is the want of water, 
as well for drinking as for domestic purposes. There are two public 
pumps of hard water, about a mile apart, but the water in one of these 
is of a very indifferent quality ; at times, scarcely available for any 
domestic purpose, and the poor of this part of the parish are frequently 
obliged to send across the river to the opposite bank, at a distance of a 
mile, and at a great sacrifice of time and labour. 

Three hundred and thirty-six of the working classes receive assistance 
from the loan hank, the average amount of each loan being 21. 10s. ; 
38 have deposits in the savings' hank, averaging \0l. each; 300 have 
articles pledged, the amount of the united pledges of each individual 
averaging 21. ; 300 are in arrear of rent, at an average of 31. The 
whole amount of arrear is 900/. 

Education. — 190 Roman Catholic males attend the Blackrock national 
school. 
165 Roman Catholic females, Mrs. Murphy's free 

school in Ballintemple. 
181 Roman Catholic females, the Convent free school. 
80 Roman Catholic females, Mrs. Meade's school at 

Ballinlough. 
37 Protestant males and females attend the Protestant 

free school in Ballintemple. 
26 Protestant males, Mr. Rudkin's academy. 
16 Protestant females, Miss Bergin's seminary. 

Thus two-thirds of the children under 14 years of age are in progress 
of education. An average yearly sum of 3/. each is paid for the edu- 
cation of 142 of the children. 

Of the 451 families into which the population is divided, and 81 of 
which only are gentry, 435 families possess books, and 236 the Bible. 

The moral condition of the working classes is extremely good ; the 
only crimes committed are petty larcenies, and there are only two ille- 
gitimate children in the parish. Habits of intemperance, as regards 
intoxicating liquors, are little known, nor can this favourable feature be 
attributed altogether to the temperance or total abstinence movement — 
unless, perhaps, by the influence of example; for out of the whole 
working population of 2,258, only 160 males, and 60 females, or less 
than one-tenth of the whole, have taken the temperance pledge. 

The large proportion of unemployed persons, particularly females, in 
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this district, is much to be deplored. It may be mainly attributed to the 
large proportion of land under pasture, in the demesnes of the gentry, 
which thus limits the field work to little more than one fourth of the 
area of the district. There is no manufactory or public work, with the 
exception of small lime-works and brick-making, which employ but a 
very limited number of persons ; the quarries and lime-kilns about 36 
throughout the year ; and the brick-making, about 90, of all ages, for 
three months. 

As no registry of deaths is kept in the parish, no statistical statement 
can be made, or accurate conclusions drawn, as to the mortality of the 
working population. In the Catholic community there are generally 
five persons to a family ; one baptism to every five families, and one 
marriage to every five baptisms, annually. 

Sanitary Condition. — There is no endemic disease peculiar to the 
district. A light and dry soil thinly covers a limestone rock, the strata 
of which crop up at a high angle, in some places nearly perpendicular, 
causing a perfect drainage of the surface. In a few places, the 
soil rests upon hills of diluvial sand and gravel, which equally drain the 
surface. A few pools in hollows of the limestone, and two or three 
small springs, offer nothing to create marsh or boggy surface. Free, 
therefore, from miasmatic influence, intermittent fever or ague is almost 
unknown, — only six cases having received dispensary attendance during 
the last seven years. 

Phthisis or consumption cannot be considered frequent, an annual 
average of only three cases of this disease fully developed, and an 
annual average of six cases of spitting of blood, appearing in the dis- 
pensary journal for the same period. 

The total number of medical cases for the last seven years was 7,924, 
being an annual average of 1,132; surgical, 2,094, or an average of 
299 J- annually. The total number of cases of all descriptions for the 
same period was 10,468, giving an annual average of 1,495^, or more 
than half the population. 

A serious visitation of typhus fever took place in the first year of the 
septennial period (1836), the number of cases among the poor amount- 
ing to 353, or about one-seventh of the whole. This gradually subsided 
in the following years to 110, 85, 102, 63, 31,- and 46. 

In the years 1832 and 1834, the district was severely afflicted with 
cholera, after which it nearly disappeared: in the latter part of 1837, 
and beginniug of ] 838, it returned, but from the judicious treatment 
adopted by the dispensary physician, Dr. Haines, was followed by few 
fatal results. 

On comparing the pulmonary with abdominal affections in this dis- 
trict, the singular fact is observable, that while the pulmonary affections 
exceeded the abdominal in each of the first six years (1836 to 1842,) 
the order is reversed in the seventh year. This may be referred to the 
altered condition of the climate, the past 'summer having been unusually 
dry and warm, which conclusion appears to be strengthened by the fact, 
that the actual as well as relative proportion of pulmonary affections 
throughout the year was diminished, while, notwithstanding the plentiful 
potato crop, the actual and relative proportion of abdominal disorders 
among the poor was augmented. 



